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no ultimatum must be sent until Serbia had failed to com-
ply with these demands. These demands, to be sure, must
be severe, but not such as could not be complied with*
If Serbia accepted them, we should be able to point to a
notable diplomatic success, and have increased our prestige
in the Balkans. If the demands were not complied with,
he too would favor military action, but must still empha-
size that we aim at the diminution, but not the complete
annihilation, of Serbia, both because this would never be
permitted by Russia without a life-and-death struggle, and
because he, as Hungarian Premier, could never consent to
have the Dual Monarchy annex any part of Serbia.
Refusing to be shaken by Berchtold's assertion thai
Germany was in favor of immediate military action, Tisza
declared further:
It is not Germany's affair to decide whether we should
attack Serbia now or not. He personally was of the opinion
that it was not unconditionally necessary to make war at
the present moment, and that in view of the excited state
of public opinion in Rumania we should have to reckon
with a Rumanian attack, and in any case should have to
maintain considerable forces in Transylvania to intimidate
the Rumanians. At present, when Germany had happily
prepared the way for the adhesion of Bulgaria, there was
opened a promising prospect for successful diplomatic action
in the Balkans; by joining with Bulgaria and Turkey, and
by securing their adhesion to the Triple Alliance, we could
out-balance Rumania and Serbia, and so compel Rumania
to return to the Triple Alliance. As to Europe, one must
bear in mind that the strength of France, in comparison
with that of Germany, was steadily decreasing on account
of her lower birth-rate, and that Germany therefore in the
future would have more troops available for use against
Russia. . . . [He concluded therefore that the Bosnian
situation could be improved by internal administrative re*
forms, and that] he could not decide unconditionally for
war, but would consider a corresponding diplomatic success